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nlout the tznr of RuhhIu hd ha
looks, acts nnd rules In thlH k od

year 19(3. I lis life Is no it ret from his
peoplo. Anyono may bit him almost any
duy drlvlDK about his puhiros In the coun-
try nur here, and now arid then In an open
rarrluBO riding through St. l'ctirbi.rg
Itself. He has dlscardtd many of the
iruards which wore kept during the reign of
his futher. The cavulry dM-- s not now Una
the streets when th ctar goes out driving.
I'ollca spies hto redtied In number, nnd tha
force of Kusxlnn detectives scnttercd over
the world has been cut down. Whatever
the cEur may be ho Is no coward. Ha
realists his danger, ut prefers to take tho
risk rather than huve the annoyance of tha
police.

What kind of a man Is tho exar? In p
nppeuranee he Is not Impressive. I la

Is now S5 years old, and might be hhIJ to
be In his prime. He Is rather slender than
heavy and considerably under size. He la

eiiKltlva a to his height, and always
tands or sits at the front when his photo-grap- hs

are taken, no that the camera will
exaggerate him. His lack of stature comes
from his legs, which are too short. From
the walnt up he Is a tall as tho averags
Russian, which means very tall, and when
he Is on horseback' or sitting ho looks Ilka
other men. In this rrspect he Is like Na-
poleon Bona parte nnd I'hll Sheridan, both

f whom were long-bodie- d and short-logge-

The ear Is a blonde. He has a fair, rosy
Skin and bright, blue eyes. His beard Is
brown and he wears It full. He has whit
teeth and a pleasant smile. His forehead
la high and full and his fao an honest one.

Home of the best descriptions I huv.i
beard of tho car have been from members
of his court hero nt ft. Petersburg, men
who know Mm intimately and who nr-- j

rlosely associated with hlr.i dy nfter day.
The bort expreKKlon of bis character poems
to be that ho Is a ltusshin gentleman. 11.

is without ostentation. He has none of tbe
sirs and bluster of the k.ilwr. He I ;

hard worker, but be lacks the spectac ular
strenuouKnexs of our president. He Is
noted for bis klmliu-a- s to his servant.-"- , bis
retiring disposition and his lovo for his
people.

The cmr avoids crowds nd piunip of all
kinds and prefers to live In the country. Ho
has three palaces nexr St. Petersburg,
where be spends must of bis time with his
family. Thesa are Txarskoe Selo. Oatxi-Mn-

And Peterbof. lb has nl.-;- :i country homo
In the frlmoa and other places near hers
In addition to greit palaces at the capital
nnd In Moscow. Wherever he Is bU work
Is brought to blni. He receives bis min-

isters at his residence and with them goes
over mutters of state. Ho keeps a elosa
watch of the empire and In a general way
has a large part In Its direction.

Nicholas II Is a good husband and a lov-rn- g

father. He would be culled a good
family man anywhere. His wife la with
him the greater part of tha day and even- -
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Ing. She sits in hla room while he works,
and at his request often stays there whan
ho has Important callers.

When her majesty was quite ill soma
years ago tho czar spent the most of his
time ut her bcdxlde, and as she got better
ho transacted much of his business there,
lit) had his desk and papers brought Into
A window recess of her majesty's chamber,
and thero ha worked until blio way up aad
out Hb'iln.

His .n j jest y usually r1?ea at 8 o'clock,
and ut 9 takes tea with the empress. A
half hour later he goes to his study to read
tho newspaper's, and ut 11 la ready to re-

ceive bis ministers and nttrnd to his corre-
spondence. He has lurcheon a little after
noon, uud at Us closo usually takes a drive
with the empress. I'pon bis return bo
eoej to work, nnd pUcks at It for the most
of the dry. H-- i dice nt It and spends tha
evening with bis family.

Tbo cxar hrts four chil lien, and much to
the regret of his .subject U'ey are all g.rls.
According ' h ' lw which now prevaiM
as to the Ru.wlan su vesslon, the ruler of
tbe empire must bo a man, and. It the em-

peror should dlo without a son, hid eldest
brother, Grand Duke Michael, who Is now
'J I. would be his successor.

It Ii raid that the rr..ulna feels much
re;;ret because she h is no boy and all
sorts of stories are given as s cause of this
calamity. One of the strangest is that It
colors from a curse wllch a Grek priest
utt-r- ed against her shortly alter fha
r.seenrted the throne. According to tho
Russian law, the royal f.inidv must wor-

ship after the religion ef the Greek church.
The csar Is really tha head of the church,
and eflcr her marriage the.empress began
tho rtudy of this religion with the Intent
to adopt it. This priest was her Instructor
sud ha seems to have tx.su an egoUtUouJ
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fellow. At any rata he became very angry
one day when her majeaty, who had grown
tired of his instruction, told him that ha
might leave, as she knew as much about
tha Greek religion as he- - did. He went,
but, as he did so, he prophesied,
that her majesty would have seven daugh-
ters, but never a son. This prophecy has
gotten about over Russia and as the masse
believe what the priests say they leir it
may coma true. At any rate her majesty
has luul four girls and neer a son.

Tho four daughters of tho czar range In
years from to t. Olga was born In 18ta,
Tatlana in 17, Mario in lMtt and Anastasla
In 11W1.

One hears a great deal of goBsip h ro
about the empress of Russia. Home of the
people like her very much, and some tha
contrary. As fur as I can Judge, she Is a
charming woman. She Is, you know, tha
granddaughter of yueen Victoria, her
mother hiving been Princess Alice, who
was the most attractive of Vlc.tor'a's
daughters. She Is the daughter of tho
grand duke of Hesso and as such has Ger-

man blood in her veins.
The cxarlna Is several Inches taller than

tho csar. She Is very beautiful and stately,
but rather reserved in her manner. She has
a fair complexion, dark gia l.sh-blu- o eej
sod regular features. There Is a small
mole at the corner of her mouth, but this
rather adds to her beauty. She has a low
tweet voice and sings lautlfully.

The cxarlna is well educated. She speaks
French. English, Gorman and Italian and
since her marriage has learned Rus-

sian. She has some artistic talent, and,
not strange in a German girl, she knows
considerable about cooking and household
sffutrs. r.efore her marriage she was com-

paratively poor and now as the wife of
the richest utouarch of the world she pre
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fers to live simply. She does not like the
splendor of the court and would rather
bo In the country with her family than In
the great Winter Palace at St. Petersburg.

1 am told that tho czar is very friendly
to America. I was here ten years ago dur-

ing tho great famlno when we sent vast
sums to Russia. The Russians gave many
times as much themselves, and the distri-
bution of the funds was under the charge of
the present czar, who was then crown prince.
Tho cxar came In contact with tho mem-

bers of our Red Cross society and to them
he spoke rgain and again of the kindness
of America to Russia. He remembers that
kindness today and frequently expresses
his sentiment. Not long ago he said:

"The friendly feeling which exists be-

tween Russia and America is genuine, and
I trust it will endure forever."

At another time he spoke of what Russia
had done for the United States during our
.civil war, saying that his father had in-

formed him of the cordiality which existed
between the countries at that time. The
csar now uses American plows, reapers
end mowers on his vast estate, and other
things being equal he would rather pat-

ronise America than any country of Europe.
And this leads me to the vast possessions

owned by his majesty. He Is by far the
richest man of the whole world, Carnegie
and Rockefeller not excepted. You know
how much a farm Is? The cxar
has enough land of his own to make a
ni'lllon pitch farms. The Russian crown
owns 1. 000,000 square miles of forests and
cultivated lands, an area equal to one-thi- rd

of the United States without Alaska
and our outlying colonies. He has in addi-
tion mines In Siberia which produce a vast
revenue, and bonds and stocks and gold
galore. Indeed ro one knows what his
lovinue Is. The crown domains are con-
sidered the private property of the Imperial
family, and there are millions coming from
them which nev T get into the public re-
ports. He has also vast amounts In Jewels
and other treasures, so that It is Impossible
to estimate bis wealth.

The czar's father was a careful business
man. Ho watched the Income and outgo)
and cut down the expenses of the estate
which had been extravagant. When he
cams to the throne he personally over-
hauled the accounts of the Imperial house-
hold, and after a few days' study reduced
the ordinary expenses of the court to an
amount of H25.C0O a year. He then cut
down the Imperial stables and looked Into
the management of his palaces.

In the Winter Palace there had been a
megnlfloent Ferslan carpet which he had
especially admired as a prince. Shortly
after his accession he noticed that this
had disappeared. He asked about It and
was told It had rwen font out to be cleaned.
Ho ordered It brought back at once, but tha
days passed and It did not appear. II
then looked Into the matter and found that
tho officers of the household had ordered
that the entire palace be refurnished
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